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SPACE EXPLORATION AND RESEARCH SAVED ONCE AGAIN

Imagine for a moment ing our universe and in sup-sible. As scientists frantically
where we would be today if porting those whose discover-search for a cancer cure, as
Congress had pulled the pluges have changed our world forwell as cures for other illness
on the space program in thethe better, | believe now, per-and disease, limiting their re-
early sixties due to the cost ofhaps more than ever, is cersearch and experimental re-
exploration and research. Nottainly not the time to be short- sources is, at best, unwise and
only would the United States’ sited about the unlimited op-ill-conceived. | believe the
role as leader in space exploportunities yet to be discoveredSpace Station promises to un-
ration have been replaced bythrough space exploration,leash a new era of meaningful
another, but the likelihood thatspace research and the Internaxtended space-based experi-
technology would be where ittional Space Station. ments and research.
is today is also questionable. The recent success of the  In addition, NASA has al-

One can indeed draw a di-Pathfinder mission and discov-ready taken more than its fair
rect connection between ourery of water molecules in lu- share of budget cuts. Contin-
early commitment to the spacenar rocks captured the nation’sued reductions in NASA's
program, and the modern techattention. Beyond the stunningbudget in Fiscal Year 1999
nological advancements wepictures and important datawould be the sixth consecutive
would now have difficulty liv- from Mars, we have been re-year of decreased spending for
ing without. It is this remark- minded of the important con-the space program—a reduc-
able history in space researchributions that the space pro-tion that seriously threatens
and exploration that forces megram has made to medicineour nation’s ability to continue
to once again ponder how any-and the development of ad-as the world leader in this
one could guestion the necesvanced composite materials. arena.
sity of our continued effort on Space exploration and the ~ Now, more than ever, we
this increasingly important International Space Station areneed to strengthen the space
frontier. important to individual Ameri- program, not end it. This most

In what has become ancans and make a difference imecent victory in which fund-
annual challenge to eliminatetheir lives. We already haveing for space exploration and
funding for the Space Station,glimpses of promising discov- research was retained is not
as well as the role it plays ineries made in NASA's just an important victory for
continued space explorationmicrogravity program. Using NASA, it is a victory for the
and research, some Senatordata collected on an experi-American people and for the
once again tried cut funding forment flown on the spacemany accomplishments and
these important programs.shuttle, researchers at Newdiscoveries still to come. | sa-
Fortunately, these attacks wereCentury Pharmaceutical inlute the committed men and
once again unsuccessful andHuntsville determined the 3-D women, many of whom work
Americans will continue to atomic structure of the Respi-in Huntsville, Alabama’s
benefit from the limitless ad- ratory Syncytial Virus which space-related industry, who
vancements possible throughwas used to develop an antiwork tirelessly to ensure that
our continued investment inbody. The capability to con-the United States remains
NASA. duct long-term experimentsahead of the pack in space,

While | have always beenaboard the Space Statiorwhile ensuring that Alabama
a staunch advocate of protectmakes all future developmentsmaintains its important role in
ing our nation’s role in explor- in science and medicine posthe space program.
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